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This history has three parts 

1. In the first, planners and Grassroots collaborate in finding approaches to 

use the Industrial Heritage as the basis for urban regeneration.  



1. Clearly define the most interesting areas is a useful 

idea 

2. Urban density is a crux factor 

3. Locals could be involved through image divulgation 

4. Old factories are the best place for new industries 

5. Main heritage spots are not always the more useful for 

planning 

6. Too many heritage elements can lead to confusion, 

difficult to founds assignment.  

7. Public transport is always a main issue.  

8. When industry has gone, sometimes agriculture can take 

its place… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They managed to reach a series of interesting,  
albeit conventional, conclusions. 





 

 

 

 

 

In the second, the planners, who pretend to act as advisors, become 

aware that what they are doing is not teaching, but trying to learn 

about local Resilience.  

This history has three parts 

Picture of one of the presentations during the Detroit “Jornadas” 

  



 

 

 

 

 

A key event was the Detroit “Jornada”, 
on industrial heritage themes, inspired by 
those held in Gijón (Spain) 
  



Park project for neighboring Hamtramck, based on the industrial structures of the former Dodge 

factory, which included an evocation of their “test track” 

  



 

 

 

 

 

This history has three parts 

In the third, a series of conclusions are drawn about what are the important issues 
in urban planning today, inspired by Detroiters' resilience 
especially through the Cultural Mapping carried out in the Linwood district 

 

"Open surveys are quite a demanding activity, which gives better results the more culturally 

similar the interviewer is. We don't think there is a more exciting activity in Human Geography.“  



 

 

 

 

 

A map of the better (dark) and worse areas of the neighborhood, based on the 
opinions expressed in open-ended  surveys. 



In shaded green, the proposed tree nursery... is it expected to create a kind of “green barrier”? 
On blue, giving more intense to more subdued, the preferences, the subjective value of the space, always  based on the opinion of the neighbors. 

Neighbor protests against 
tree nursery 



Improve self-esteem of population should be a main concern in urban planning 
If developments do not improve the Sense of Place, they will not work.  
 
 
 
Social issues always take precedence over economic ones.  
The most important thing is to start the transformation from the local base so that 
the population feels it as their own. That is quite difficult.  
 
 
 
 
Going Green? 
Under current conditions, productive, agricultural green spaces could serve as the 
basis for a development that would progressively replace the extensive urban network 
 
 

Second phase conclusions 



Improve self-esteem of population should be a main concern in urban planning 

A typical Detroit alley, considered a characteristic of its industrial city by the locals and, therefore, a Heritage element. 



New development around the restored Ramsom Gillies  
House, with the help of a popular reality TV show.  
 
Would we be capable of renovating some of the beautiful 
old apartment buildings using a similar system? 

Social issues always take precedence over economic ones 



Even greener?. 

  

Virginia Park, Detroit 



Detroit, spring 2025 

  


